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sustainability and global inclusion. In collaboration with like-
minded institutions, ATPS provides platforms for regional and
international research and knowledge sharing in order to
build Africa’s capabilities in STI policy research, policymaking
and implementation for sustainable development.
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About SRIFA Project

The Science Granting Councils (the Councils) play critical and strategic roles in
supporting research and innovation that contribute to the social and economic
development of any country. As a creation of the law, the Councils are charged
with the responsibility of research funding, quality assurance, policy and
decision-making, knowledge exchange, and training/capacity building of the
science system actors to ensure that outputs from the research and innovation
endeavours are used to inform policy and practice. Given this important role,
and in view of the dynamic nature of research and innovation developments,
their capacity to perform these responsibilities to achieve desired goals needs to
be continuously strengthened. In recognition of this need, the Science Granting
Councils Initiative (SGCI) in sub-Saharan Africa (SSA) is providing support that
will strengthen the national research and innovation funding agencies in West
Africa.

Compared to other regions in Africa, only a few countries in West Africa have
established agencies responsible for research and innovation funding. There
is now a deliberate effort by the SGCI to strengthen the national research and
innovation funding agencies where they already exist (Burkina Faso, Senegal and
Cote d’lvoire) to improve their performances as well as support the development
of institutional frameworks/mechanisms for the development of new research
and innovation funding agencies in countries where they do not currently
exist (Ghana, Nigeria and Sierra Leone). It is based on this timely opportunity
provided by the SGCI, that the African Technology Policy Studies Network
(ATPS) and its partner, the African University of Science and Technology (AUST)
proposed to work together in a joined-up approach with other Collaborating
Technical Agencies (CTAs) to deliver on the project titled: “Strengthening the
National Research and Innovation Funding Agencies in West Africa (SRIFA)”.
The aim is to provide the requisite training and technical support to strengthen
the national research and innovation funding agencies or their equivalents in
the six participating West African countries. The project goal is to strengthen
the agencies where they already exist to efficiently deliver on their mandates
and support the development of institutional frameworks/mechanisms for
establishing new research funding agencies where they do not exist. With
support from the Science Granting Councils Initiative (SGCI), the UK’s Foreign
Commonwealth Development Office (FCDO), the South Africa’s National Research
Foundation (NRF), the Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency
(SIDA), the German Research Foundation (DFG), and the Norwegian Agency for
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Development Cooperation (Norad), the SRIFA Project, therefore, aims to provide
training and technical support to strengthen these national agencies to achieve
their mandates, especially in areas such as monitoring research projects;
financial reporting; institutional risk assessment; institutional communications
capacity; mainstreaming gender in granting, Council internal processes; and
using research results to inform government policy and private sector practice.
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About Africa Technology Policy Studies
Network (ATPS)

The African Technology Policy Studies Network (ATPS) is a transdisciplinary
network of researchers, policymakers, private sector actors and civil society
promoting the generation, dissemination, use and mastery of Science,
Technology and Innovations (STI) for African development, environmental
sustainability and global inclusion. The ATPS has over 5,000 members and 3000
stakeholders in over 51 countries in 5 continents with institutional partnerships
worldwide. We implement our programs through members in national chapters
established in 30 countries (27 in Africa and 3 Diaspora chapters in Australia, the
United States of America, and the United Kingdom). In collaboration with like-
minded institutions, the ATPS provides platforms for regional and international
research and knowledge sharing in order to build Africa’s capabilities in STl policy
research, policymaking and implementation for sustainable development.
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Key Messages

e Nigeria’s research and innovation ecosystem requires a unified framework,
highlighting the urgent need for establishment and operationalization of the
National Research and Innovation Council (NRIC) and a National Research
and Innovation Fund (NRF). This will streamline funding mechanisms, reduce
resource wastage, and foster synergy among stakeholders.

e Nigeria invests only 0.13% of its GDP in research and development (R&D),
significantly below the African Union’s recommended 1%. Increasing investment
will not only drive technological advancements but also position Nigeria as a
competitive player in the global innovation landscape.

e The private sector is contributing only 1% to research and innovation funding.
Innovative incentives and public-private partnerships are essential to boost their
role in driving research and innovation, therefore, strengthening collaboration
with industry can help bridge the gap between academic research and market
needs, ensuring impactful outcomes.

e Addressingdeficienciesinlaboratories, ICT facilities, and skills in grantsmanship,
intellectual property, and commercialization will strengthen the ecosystem’s
foundation and outputs. Upgraded infrastructure and skilled personnel will
empower researchers to undertake ground-breaking projects and contribute
to national development.

e A robust Monitoring, Evaluation, and Learning (MEL) system is critical to
ensuring accountability, optimal resource utilization, and measurable impact
on national development. This system will enable continuous improvement
by identifying challenges early and incorporating lessons learned into future
initiatives.
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1. Introduction

The landscape of Research and Innovation (R&I) funding in Nigeria reflects a
complex interplay of policy frameworks, institutional arrangements, and funding
mechanisms that have evolved over several decades. The country’s approach to
R&I funding encompasses multiple stakeholders, demonstrating a recognition
of the vital role that scientific and technological advancement plays in national
development. The importance of R&I funding in socio-economic development
has always been recognized by the Nigerian government as can be seen in
the incorporation of research and development (R&D) funding in the various
national development plans (Onuoha and Olanipekun 2023). The major Science,
Technology and Innovation (STI) policy is the National Science, Technology and
Innovation Policy (NSTIP). The first version of the policy was launched in 1986
and has gone through various revisions with the latest version launched in 2022
(Siyanbola et al, 2016; Nwachukwu and Udenze, 2019; Federal Government of
Nigeria [FGN], 2022).

While Nigeria has been implementing the NSTIP through various research
institutes, councils and agencies under the Federal Ministry of Innovation,
Science and Technology, some research funds are also channelled through other
government ministries, departments and agencies (MDAs) at the federal and
state levels including: the Federal Ministries of Budget and National Planning,
Agriculture, Education, Innovation, Communications and Digital Economy, Health,
Petroleum Technology Development Fund (PTDF), Raw Materials Research and
Development Council (RMRDC), Nigerian Content Development and Monitoring
Board (NCDMB), National Agency for Science and Engineering Infrastructure
(NASENI), among others. The funding agency that stands out among these
MDA:s is the Tertiary Education Trust Fund (TETFund) under the Federal Ministry
of Education (Echono, 2023). The TETFund implements a National Research and
Innovation Fund (NRF) among a number of other mandates for public tertiary
institutions. However, the TETFund lacks the statutory mandate to deliver
the management of a robust funding mechanism that covers all sectors both
formal and informal, as well in the public and private sectors. Therefore, the
need for an all-encompassing funding mechanism becomes exigent and calls
for concerted efforts from the government and relevant stakeholders to ensure
speedy establishment of NRIC as well as NRF to provide a sustainable funding
mechanism for research and innovation to thrive in Nigeria.
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2. Rationale for establishing and
operationalizing the National Research
and Innovation Funding Agency

Nigeria is yet to achieve its full potential in terms of leveraging research and
innovation in achieving national socio-economic advancement. Despite its
relatively high GDP and considerable achievements in R&I, Nigeria is yet to invest
up to 1% of its GDP in research and innovation as recommended by the African
Union Commission. Nigeria currently spends about 0.13% of GDP on research
funding, compared to 2.4% for China, 0.85% for South Africa, 0.42% Africa’s
average and 1.7% for the Global average (Caelers and Okoth, 2023; Echono,
2023). Meeting the 1% target would require a significant increase in investment
in research and development (R&D).

Thelowinvestmentsaswellaslackofoptimalsupportiveecosystemhavecontinued
to hamper technological and consequent socio-economic advancement in the
country. Although there exists a national STI Policy (FGN, 2022), the dominance
of sector-based research and innovation funding approach still stifles innovation
due to lack of coordination, and wastage of meagre resources. In addition,
Nigeria is a federation made up of 36 federating states. Each of these states has
sectorial policies almost similar to the federal government leading to a number
of development policies at the state level. This has led to multiplicity of policies
leading to a large number of institutions forming part of the research and
innovation ecosystem with challenges of poor coordination, thin spreading of
resources, duplication of effort and overall poor impact on the economy. There
is therefore a need to systematically assess the research and innovation funding
ecosystem of Nigeria with a view to understating the best practices, challenges,
and opportunities for improvement of R&I in the country. The assessment
will lead to the adoption of best practices in creating a central funding agency
that is aligned with global best practices. The establishment of such an agency
would lead to improvement of the capability of research and innovation to drive
economic growth through an efficient management structure and sustainable
funding streams emanating from government and private sector investments as
well as through funding from international development partners especially the
Science Granting Councils Initiative (SGCI).

2 | Policy and Institutional Imperatives for Strengthening
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3. Methodology

This policy brief was derived from a study of policy and institutional landscape,
stakeholder mapping, and needs assessment of research and innovation funding
in Nigeria. Both qualitative and quantitative data were collected through desk
studies, online surveys, key informant interviews, focus group discussions (FGD)
as well as a high level policy dialogue. The participants were drawn from five
key stakeholder categories (Government/Policy makers, non-governmental
organizations (NGOs)/Civil society, Private sector/industry, Research institutions
and universities, the Media). The respondents were selected carefully to foster
inclusivity and gender balance to ensure that the voice of women, persons living
with disabilities and other marginalised groups were heard.
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4. Major Findings

4.1 Policies and Institutions for Research and Innovation Funding in Nigeria
Nigeria’s science, technology, and innovation landscape has evolved significantly
since2011, whenthegovernmentintroducedits National Science, Technologyand
Innovation Policy (NSTP 2012). This comprehensive policy established strategies
for STI promotion across multiple sectors, including agriculture, health, energy,
and ICT, while emphasizing intellectual property protection and increased female
participation in research. The policy framework was further developed in 2013
with a draft Framework for the Nigeria National System of Innovation, followed
by the 2017 National Science, Technology Innovation Roadmap of 2030, which
provided a long-term vision for scientific and technological development.

In2022, the government revised the NSTP following a decade of implementation,
with a renewed focus on economic diversification and knowledge-based
development. This policy revision works in conjunction with the National
Development Plan (NDP) 2021-2025, which replaced the earlier National
Economic Empowerment and Development Strategy (NEEDS) of 2004. The
NDP aims to strengthen the economy through MSME growth, infrastructure
development, and improved governance. The ecosystem is further supported
by the National Policy on Public-Private Partnerships of 2018, which addresses
infrastructure deficits, particularly in energy and transportation, while promoting
social, economic, and environmental goals. More recently, the National
Agricultural Technology and Innovation Plan (2022-2025) was introduced
to accelerate agricultural development through improved inputs, research
linkages, mechanization, and enhanced extension services. This plan specifically
targets agricultural modernization and job creation while ensuring land security
and support for agro-based investments. These policies are further supported
by the Bio-fuels Research Agency’s coordination efforts with various research
institutions, and the 2022 National Agricultural Developmental Fund Policy, which
allocates 5% of agricultural import/export funds for research, demonstrating
Nigeria’s evolving commitment to building a comprehensive research and
innovation ecosystem despite persistent implementation challenges.

Nigeria’s institutional framework for research and innovation funding operates
on a sector-based model, where different Ministries, Departments and
Agencies (MDAs) manage research funding through their established institutes.
The governance structure, established by the 2011 Science, Technology and
Innovation Policy, includes several key institutions. The National Research and
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Innovation Council (NRIC), though not yet operational, is designed to be headed
by the President and Federal Ministers to set national research priorities. The
Ministry of Science and Technology (MoST) serves as the central coordinator
of R&D activities, while the National Council on Science, Technology and
Innovation (NCSTI) coordinates STI activities and monitors public STI agencies.
At the state level, the State Science, Technology and Innovation Council (SSTIC)
provides leadership for STI activities. The TETFund, under the Federal Ministry
of Education, provides research grants but is limited to public institutions. Other
significant institutions include the Central Bank of Nigeria’s Healthcare Sector
Research and Development Intervention Scheme (HSRDIS), the Petroleum
Technology Development Fund (PTDF) established in 1973 for petroleum sector
development, and the Nigeria Content Development and Monitoring Board
(NCDMB) established in 2010 to promote Nigerian content in the oil and gas
industry.

4.2 Stakeholders in the Research and Innovation Funding in Nigeria

Although there is no central national Research and Innovation Funding Agency in
Nigeria, funding of research is currently achieved through budgetary allocations
in a large number of Ministries, Departments and Agencies (MDAs). Nigeria’s
research and innovation ecosystem is distributed across multiple federal
ministries, each contributing to different aspects of scientific and technological
development. The Federal Ministry of Innovation, Science and Technology serves
as a central authority with 18 parastatals under its supervision. The education
sector’s research capacity is managed by the Federal Ministry of Education,
which oversees more than 300 public tertiary institutions and key research
funding agencies including TETFund, National Universities Commission (NUC),
and the Nigeria Educational Research and Development Council (NERDC).

Health-related research is coordinated through the Federal Ministry of Health,
which manages over 40 tertiary hospitals and medical research institutes.
The technology sector is supported by the Federal Ministry of Innovation,
Communications and Digital Economy, primarily through the National
Communications Commission (NCC) and the National Information Technology
Development Agency (NITDA), which focus on ICT innovation and start-up
development. Agricultural research falls under the Federal Ministry of Agriculture
and Food Security, where the Agricultural Research Council of Nigeria (ARCN)
oversees approximately 20 sector-based research institutes within the National
Agricultural Research System. Other specialized research areas are covered
by various ministries: the Petroleum Technology Development Fund (PTDF)
under the Ministry of Petroleum Resources, the Bank of Industry’s innovation

Policy and Institutional Imperatives for Strengthening | 5
the Nigerian Research and Innovation Funding Ecosystem



support through the Ministry of Trade, Commerce and Industry, and the Rural
Electrification Agency’s research initiatives under the Ministry of Power.

The ecosystem is further complemented by the Ministry of Defense’s research
arms, including the Defense Industries Corporation of Nigeria, and the Central
Bank of Nigeria under the Ministry of Finance, which provides additional
research support. This distributed structure enables specialized research and
innovation activities across different sectors of the Nigerian economy. Nigeria
enjoys research and innovation funding from other international bodies
including non-governmental organizations, development agencies, civil society
organizations some of which include the European Union (EU), Water Aid, Africa-
Japan Collaborative Research (AJCORE), Intervention Fund for the Environment
(FIE), Leap-Agri, Long-term EU-AU Research and Innovation Partnership for
Food and Nutrition Security and Sustainable Agriculture (LEAP 4 FNSSA), UKAID,
USAID, GIZ. Some private sector organizations are involved in innovation funding
through support for innovation competitions and projects. These include
organized private sector groups such as Chamber of Commerce and Industry of
Nigeria and Manufacturers Association of Nigeria; Professional Societies such
as Nigeria Academy of Science; Nigerian Academy of Engineering; Foundations
such as Tony Elumelu Foundation, TY. Danjuma Foundation, MTN Foundation,
Dangote Foundation; Financial Institutions mostly commercial and development
banks are involved in supporting and promoting innovations.

4.3 Capacity Needs of the Research and Innovation Funding Agency in Nigeria
From the findings of the study, the technical support needs focus primarily on
establishing and operationalizing R&I funding agency in Nigeria through strategic
stakeholder engagement and capacity building. Key priorities include bringing
together stakeholders from government, academia, and industry; advocating
for increased R&I funding through high-level policy dialogue, stakeholder
consultations, national and international collaborations, parliamentary
engagement, and institutional framework development through regular
workshops and consultations. Additionally, the support requirements emphasize
the importance of implementing gender-inclusive policies and developing digital
infrastructure for grant management, as well as research commercialization. The
aim is to establish efficient systems for managing research outputs, promoting
transparency in funding allocation, and ensuring inclusive participation across
all social groups, while leveraging digital technologies for effective program
administration and monitoring.
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The capacity training needs of Nigeria’s research and innovation funding agency
encompasses a comprehensive range of skills focusing on research management
and implementation. Core areas include developing expertise in fundraising
and grantsmanship, protecting and commercializing research outcomes,
maintaining ethical standards, and implementing effective project management
practices with proper monitoring and evaluation systems. The findings also
emphasize inclusive practices through gender equality strategies, while building
competencies in policy development, public-private partnerships, and impactful
research communication including policy brief writing and results dissemination.

4.4 Challenges and Opportunities for Research and Innovation Funding in Nigeria
The Nigeria research and innovation funding ecosystem is faced with a myriad
of challenges ranging from poor funding; uncoordinated implementation of STI
policies, low participation of private sector, corruption and poor management of
funds, low emphasis on commercialization of innovations, poor infrastructure,
skills gap in writing, implementation and management of research and innovation
grants. However, opportunities exist in research and innovation funding in
Nigeria such as in activating of the NRIC and NRF, organized private sector (OPS)
groups partnering with government to promote grant funds under public private
partnership arrangements, encouraging and empowering finance institutions
(e.g. Bank of Industry, Development Bank of Nigeria, Bank of Agriculture, Nigerian
Export-Import Bank) to get involved in funding of research and innovation or
contribute towards a common fund; attracting international funding for R&D
and innovation in Nigeria, promoting and supporting the establishment of
venture capital schemes, including risk capital to small and medium technology-
based businesses, utilizing the output of R&D and innovation to ensure effective
valorization of research outputs among others.

4.5 Best Practices in Research and Innovation Funding in Nigeria

-Partnership and Collaboration with International Organizations: Foreign
donor interventions in Nigeria supporting the use of STI for job creation
and youth employment can bring positive impacts by providing funding,
expertise, and access to technology, which can improve skills, productivity, and
entrepreneurship among youth, leading to economic growth and development.
This is exemplified by the Feed the Future Project which is a collaboration
between USAID and the Ministry of Agriculture. It has not only stimulated
economic growth but also increased employment opportunities, empowering
women and youth, promoting innovation, advancing trade and lifting people out
of extreme poverty. Other international organizations partnering with Nigeria in
this regard include IFAD, CIDA, JICA, World Bank, AfDB etc.
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-Functional institutional setup: The policies and institutions in Nigeria’s
research and innovation ecosystem demonstrate both strengths and limitations
in promoting best practices. The comprehensive policy framework, from the
NSTP 2012/2022 to sector-specific initiatives, shows a clear commitment to
establishing structured approaches for research and innovation development.
However, the sector-based institutional framework, while providing specialized
focus areas, leads to fragmentation, potential duplication of efforts and wastages
of resources.

-Setting up Centres of Excellence and Research Institutions across the country:
Through the provision of a US $70 million, the World bank has supported the
establishment of Centres of Excellence across Nigeria (World Bank Group,
2014). The project has contributed a great deal towards enhancing research
and education infrastructure. The TETFund and NCMB have also adopted this
practice in setting up some Centres of Excellence in Nigeria.

-Private Sector contribution to innovation, entrepreneurship and youth
employment: The Tony Elumelu Foundation Entrepreneurship Programme, has
supported over 10,000 African entrepreneurs including Nigerian youths with a
$100 million fund to boost their businesses. The programme provides training,
mentoring, and seed capital to young African entrepreneurs, including those
in Nigeria, which has resulted in job creation and economic growth. The Tony
Elumelu Foundation (TEF) Entrepreneurship Program (TEFEP) has empowered
4,470 entrepreneurs, using a robust selection, training and implementation
process to create visible and sustainable impact across all 54 African countries.

8 | Policy and Institutional Imperatives for Strengthening
the Nigerian Research and Innovation Funding Ecosystem



saAlI3[qo
9y3 ul 98ueyd ou ym
8ulo3uo s| uoygejuswa|dwi

9y3 Sunsooq pue Jomoduew
pa||14s |ed0] Suinoiduwii
ui sapdljod |1S palioddng

SuisaulBus ‘@2ua1ds pue s3oesu0d
ul JUalu0d ueA3IN jo uonowoud
‘s109[oud o uonndaxa pue 3uiuue|d 104

8T0C 40 S00 42p40
9ALINDAXT [BLIUBPISAId BYL

(520t
-120¢) ue|d 3uswdojanaq
|euonieN ay3 Aq pade|day

"JuswuIan03
ul 93ueyd yum paddop sem
ng snowiqwe sem Adjjod ay |

"Juswdo|aAap pue
8uipuny A315us sjgemaual
10} Jomawiely paieas)

‘JuswuJIan08 syl Aq
papuny aq ||Im 1eY3 sal8ojouydal pue
Adua3e AS1aus 9jgemausu e 31eaud 0}

uonsa33ns e saAjoAUl SIYL “Xiw ASiaud
|[euonieu ay3 ui A31aua ajgemausal Jo
9JBYS pPISEaJoUl UB PIPUSWILWLIOIDY
‘uoLIeIUSIIO-34 dN|eA ‘uonreasd qol
‘uoneasd yijeam ‘uonanpad Ajsnod

¥00¢ 40 (Sa33N)
A331e415 Juswdojanaq

pue juswiamodwil
dlwou0d] |euoneN ayl

"0€0¢ dewpeoy

I1S pue (€T0g) uolenouy|
JO WIsAS |euoneN
elI93IN 404 dJomawel

JO uoneadd 01 paT

1J1 pue

‘A343us ‘yijeay ‘aunynolde
Suipn)duj s10309s 9|dynw
ssoJoe Juawdolanap pue
uonowoud |]S 40} YIoMmaedy
paysi|geiss ‘yaJeasal

ul uonedppJed sjewa4

J9jsuesy Aojouydal
Juawdo|anap gy |e401035
‘Buip|ing Ayioeded pue uonowoud 1S

(210Z d1SN) Adtjod
uopeaouu| pue A3ojouydal

‘@3uUa1dg |euoneN

‘3uio3uo s| uopelusawa|dwi
‘Awouods paseq
-a8pamouy| upowold
pue Awouoda uela3IN 3y}
8uiA}Is1aAIp UO s3sNd204

‘LS ul Juswuamodwa
uawom uswom syoddns
‘s9130|ouyd33 snouadipul

sajowo.d ‘Sulieys adpajmouy
404 UOISIAS|9} | 1S paysl|qels]

*S9ALIUSIUI UOLeINPS YIAILS 918340
pue ‘diysinausidasius

|ed18ojouyaa3 uayiduauls ‘Sululesy
snonupuod Jioddns ‘sisauidus pue
SISIIUDIIS SSe[I-pl4OM d2npoud 01 sy

(220t d1SN) Adtjod
uoneaouu| pue A3ojouydal
‘30Ud12S [BUOLIEN PISINDY

S)yJeway

Suipuny uonenouul
pue yaieasau uo ypedw

s9ALD3[qo pue swiy

Suipuny uoyeaouul
pue yaieasal ui saijod

easIN ul walsAsod3 Suipun{ uoreAouu| pue yaueasay ayl ul saiijod Ad) Jo Alewwns v :T 9|qeL

9

Policy and Institutional Imperatives for Strengthening
the Nigerian Research and Innovation Funding Ecosystem



1oedw
9y} UO uoLlEWIOUI
ou 33A s 319y

'sasidiaqua
9ALIBAOUUI JO UOLERID By}
910wo.d pue saniARae [1S

98euew pue 31euIpJ00)

'$355900.4d pue $34Nn319NJ3S ‘suolniysul
‘suopezjuedso |1S 4o uluayidualis pue
Juawysl|qelsa ayl poddns ‘saidojouyday
J0 uonez||yn pue ‘uonedldal
‘uopeydepe ‘uononpoud 10} A3pajMmouy|
JO uonIsinboe pue uoneaJd 3y} e |1oey
01 SWIE 1] "UoLIBAOUUI |BLIISNPUI
upuoddns pue Juawdo|aAsp |euoleu 0}
SseaJe ||e Ul ydJeasaJs Supjul| Uo SasNI04

0€0¢ j0 dewpeoy
uoneaouu| ASojouydal
‘33uU10S [eUOLIEN

*98uajeyo e |jas
s1 Suipuny 3nq suoyeaouu|
[e20] J0 uawWdojanag

'san|1oe} Suissanoud Asiep pue
1e3W pa3jeJ3alul pue ‘sanJasal
8uizeu3 ‘sayoued jo sjppow
[BUOLIDUNS JO JUBWYSI|GRISD Y3}
‘sajipowwod Ayuold Joj sauoz
duissanoud-013e pue salsnpul
98en00 Jo Juswysl|gelsy

‘uonezjueydaw |esnyndlse

JO |9A3| 9y} anosdwi Se ||am Se ‘uoleasd
gol ‘suonninsul Suiysesy pue yaieasad
3uowe sagdeyul| pue syndul panoiduwil
03 ss922e 3upueyus Aq eluadiN ul
uonln|oAaJ |eanyjndliSe syl yoedl-ise} o

(Szoz-zeoe) veld
uoneaouu| pue A3ojouydal
|ean3 nd8y |euonen

‘8uio8uo
S| uonejuswa|dw|

*SUoISUWIP [BID0S
puUE 21WOoU023 Uuo oedw

‘|eIUSWIUOIIAUD

pue 2]wou03 ‘|ejdos aJe Adjjod siy3

Jo sjeod ay] ‘uopedpysed J0309s
91eAldd y3noJays saoialas olgnd ul
Aduapuya pue uoneaouul sageinodul
'$10103s uopeyodsuely pue A3iaus ay3
ul Ajjeadss ‘Auunod ay3 Jo ymou3
21WOU023 3y} Sujuled3suod saguajjeyd
A 3y3 JO SuO se ainjonJiselyul jeuoneu
91 ul suoyap adny ay3 Ajuuspi op

810¢
sdiysiaupied aieAld-dlignd
uo Adljod [euoneN ayL

dVLON Yy3noiyy

aseqeiep syuadxa paysi|geiss
pue s3soid |euoneu ul
s|leuolissajold snouadipul jo
asnh pajepue|p aseq elep

'saAnaafqo Aaijod
|1S Jopeolq yum sudiy -asupaadxa
|e20| 3uish syoafoud ASojouyday pue

10| Policy and Institutional Imperatives for Strengthening

the Nigerian Research and Innovation Funding Ecosystem



5. Conclusions

Nigeria’s research and innovation funding ecosystem has demonstrated
remarkable progress through the establishment of comprehensive policies,
sector-specific funding mechanisms, and the active engagement of diverse
stakeholders. However, challenges such as fragmented structures, inadequate
investment, and limited private sector participation continue to hinder its
full potential. By addressing current challenges and leveraging opportunities,
including international partnerships and policy alignment, Nigeria can establish
a robust National Research and Innovation Funding Agency as well as a National
Research and Innovation Fund. This unified structure will ensure coordinated
efforts, efficient resource allocation, and enhanced innovation outputs,
driving the nation’s progress toward becoming a knowledge-based economy.
Collaborative action among government, private sector, and international
stakeholders is essential to ensure the establishment and sustainability of this
agency and achieve these transformative goals.
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6. Policy Recommendations

In order to establish and strengthen the National Research Funding Agency in
Nigeria, the following policy recommendations are proffered:

Recommendation 1: Establish and Operationalize the National Research and
Innovation Council (NRIC) and National Research and Innovation Fund: The
Presidency, National Assembly, Ministry of Innovation, Science and Technology
and otherrelevant stakeholders should expedite the passage and implementation
of the NRIC and NRF Bill currently at the National Assembly to create a unified
and robust framework for research and innovation funding and coordination in
Nigeria. This will streamline funding mechanisms and reduce resource wastage.
It will also enhance coordination among stakeholders, build synergy and
improve research output thereby promoting Nigeria’s global competitiveness in
innovation.

Recommendation 2: Increase R&D Funding to 1% of GDP: The Federal Executive
Council and the Federal Ministry of Finance should work to align Nigeria’s
research and innovation funding with the African Union’s recommendation
by raising investments from the current 0.13% of GDP to at least 1%. This will
drive technological advancement, ensuring sustainable development through
enhanced financial commitment.

Recommendation 3: Enhance Private Sector Contribution: The Federal Ministry
of Commerce, Trade and Investment, the Chambers of Commerce and Industry
should incentivize and strengthen mechanisms to increase private sector
funding for research and innovation from the current 1% to at least 20%,
leveraging public-private partnerships for sustainable innovation ecosystems.
This will ensure increased funding from the private sector, bridge the gap
between academic research and market needs, and promote commercialization
of innovations, boosting economic growth.

Recommendation 4: Improve Research Infrastructure and Capacity Building:
The TETFund and the Federal ministry of Education should invest in modern
laboratories, ICT facilities, and Centres of Excellence while providing training
on grantsmanship, science communication, intellectual property, and
commercialization to bridge skills gaps in research and innovation. This will
enhance research capacity for ground-breaking projects, improve human capital
development and strengthen foundational support for innovation ecosystems.
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Recommendation 5: Implement a Robust Monitoring, Evaluation, and Learning
(MEL) Framework: The Ministry of Innovation, Science and Technology as well
as other independent auditing entities should develop and deploy an effective
MEL system with feedback mechanisms to ensure transparency, accountability,
and measurable impact of research and innovation funding on socio-economic
development. This ensures transparency and accountability in research funding,
promotes continuous improvement in research outcomes, and demonstrates
measurable impact on national development.
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Innovative Practices and Policies for Promoting Biodiversity Informatics in
Sub Saharan Africa (ATPS TechnoPolicy Brief No. 48).

Improving the Relevance of University Training to Labour Market Demands
in Africa (ATPS TechnoPolicy Brief No. 47).

Developing Policies for Biodiversity Informatics in Sub-Saharan Africa (ATPS
TechnoPolicy Brief No. 46).

Using the Land Potential Knowledge System (LandPKS) Mobile Technology for
Agricultural Productivity and Resilience (ATPS TechnoPolicy Brief No. 45).

Mainstreaming Gender in the National Science, Technology and Innovation
(STI) Policy of Kenya (ATPS TechnoPolicy Brief No. 44).

Social Innovation: An Untapped Resource for Inclusive Growth in Africa
(ATPS TechnoPolicy Brief No. 43).

Policy Axes that can uphold Agricultural Innovations for Climate Change
Adaptation & Food Security in Central Africa: Case of Cameroon, Equatorial
Guinea and Central African Republic (ATPS TechnoPolicy Brief No. 42).

Frameworks for Intellectual Property Protection of Traditional Knowledge
in Tanzania (ATPS Technopolicy Brief No. 41).

Assessment of Possible Intellectual Property Protection Options of
Traditional Knowledge System in Ethiopia (ATPS TechnoPolicy Brief No.
40).

Towards Influencing National Legislation, Policies, Strategies and Programmes
for Appropriate Protection and Benefit-Sharing of Traditional Knowledge (TK)
with and by Traditional Herbalists In Uganda (ATPS TechnoPolicy Brief No.39).

Traditional Healers and their Provision of Mental Health Services in
Cosmopolitan Informal Settlements in Nairobi, Kenya (ATPS TechnoPolicy
Brief No. 38).

Policy Implications for Intellectual Property Systems for Traditional Healers
in Lesotho (ATPS TechnoPolicy Brief No. 37).
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https://atpsnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/Policy-and-Institutional-Landscape-of-Ecological-Organic-Agriculture-in-Rwanda-Policy-Brief-55.pdf
https://atpsnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Bridging-Climate-Information-Gaps-to-Strengthen-Capacities-for-Climate-Informed-Decision_Policy-Brief-54.pdf
https://atpsnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Policy-Brief-53.pdf
https://atpsnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Policy-Brief-52.pdf
https://atpsnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/PB-50-1.pdf
https://atpsnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/PB-50-1.pdf
https://atpsnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Towards-effective-PPP-in-research-and-innovation_A-perspective-for-SGCs-in-Africa.pdf
https://atpsnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/pb48-1.pdf
https://atpsnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/pb47.pdf
https://atpsnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/pb46.pdf
https://atpsnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/pb46.pdf
https://atpsnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/pb45.pdf
https://atpsnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/pb44.pdf
https://atpsnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Policy_Brief-_Social_Innovations.pdf
https://atpsnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Policy_Brief-_Social_Innovations.pdf
https://atpsnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/pb42.pdf
https://atpsnet.org/stage/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/pb41.pdf
https://atpsnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/pb40.pdf
https://atpsnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/pb40.pdf
https://atpsnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/pb391.pdf
https://atpsnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/pb381.pdf
https://atpsnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/pb381.pdf
https://atpsnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/pb381.pdf
https://atpsnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/pb371.pdf
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Incidence of Indigenous and Innovative Climate Change Adaptation Practices
for Smallholder Farmers’ Livelihood Security in Chikhwawa District,
Southern Malawi (ATPS TechnoPolicy Brief No. 36).

Machobane Farming System and its Relevance to Climate Change Policy in
Lesotho (ATPS Policy Brief Series No. 35).

Policy Challenges of Climate Change and Adaptation in Northern Nigeria
(ATPS Policy Brief Series No. 34).

Sensitizing and Building the Capacity of Women towards Climate Change
Consequences in Northern Lakes of Egypt (ATPS Policy Brief Series No. 33).

Agricultural Innovations for Climate Change Adaption and Food Security in
Ghana and The Gambia: Policy Options (ATPS TechnoPolicy Brief No. 32).

Tracking Effective Indigenous Adaptation Strategies on Impacts of Climate
Variability on Food Security and Health of Subsistence Farmers in Tanzania
(ATPS TechnoPolicy Brief No. 31).

Harnessing Wind Energy for Climate Change Adaptation and Food Security in
Coastal Regions of Ghana: A Policy Perspective (ATPS TechnoPolicy Brief No. 30).

What Policy Options can Promote Agricultural Innovations for Climate
Change Adaptation and Food Security in the West African Sub-region?
(ATPS TechnoPolicy Brief No.29).

What Policy Options can Promote Climate Change Awareness and Adaptation
in the Niger Delta Region of Nigeria? (ATPS TechnoPolicy Brief No. 28).

Emerging and Indigenous Technologies for Climate Change Adaptation in
the Farming Systems of Southwest Nigeria: Issues for Policy Action (ATPS
TechnoPolicy Brief No. 27).

Goals of Sustainable Agriculture in Sierra Leone: Can they be achieved in
the Absence of Climate Change Capacity Building of Small-holder Farmers?
(ATPS TechnoPolicy Brief No. 26).

Indigenous Agricultural Adaptation to Climate Change: Study of Southeast
Nigeria (ATPS technoPolicy Brief No.25).

Technological Challenges of Climate Change Adaptation in Nigeria: Insights
from Enugu State (ATPS TechnoPolicy Brief No. 24).

Towards An Integrated Trans-Boundary River Management Policy
Development (INTREPID) In Semi-Arid River Basins (ATPS TechnoPolicy Brief
No.23).

How to Write an Effective Science Story (ATPS Technopolicy Brief Series No.
20).

What are the Policy Gaps Hindering Full Implementation of Community Water
and Sanitation Programs in Ghana? (ATPS TechnoPolicy Brief Series No.18).

Is EcoSan an Appropriate Water and Environment Technology Option for
Slum Communities of Kampala? (ATPS TechnoPolicy Brief Series No. 17).

What are the Policy Implications for Industrial Water Pollution in Lesotho?
(ATPS TechnoPolicy Brief Series No. 16).

Policy and Institutional Imperatives for Strengthening the
Nigerian Research and Innovation Funding Ecosystem


https://atpsnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/pb36.pdf
https://atpsnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/pb35.pdf
https://atpsnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/pb34.pdf
https://atpsnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/pb34.pdf
https://atpsnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/pb33.pdf
https://atpsnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/pb32.pdf
https://atpsnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/pb31.pdf
https://atpsnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/pb30.pdf
https://atpsnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/pb29.pdf
https://atpsnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/pb29.pdf
https://atpsnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/pb28.pdf
https://atpsnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/pb27.pdf
https://atpsnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/pb27.pdf
https://atpsnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/pb26.pdf
https://atpsnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/pb26.pdf
https://atpsnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/pb25.pdf
https://atpsnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/pb24.pdf
https://atpsnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/technopolicy_brief_series_23.pdf
https://atpsnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/technopolicy_brief_series_23.pdf
https://atpsnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/technopolicy_brief_series_20.pdf
https://atpsnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/technopolicy_brief_series_20.pdf
https://atpsnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/technopolicy_brief_series_18.pdf
https://atpsnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/technopolicy_brief_series_17.pdf
https://atpsnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/technopolicy_brief_series_16.pdf
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The African Technology Policy Studies Network

(ATPS) is a transdisciplinary network of researchers, African Technology Policy
policymakers, private sector actors and the civil Studies Network (ATPS)
society promoting the generation, dissemination, use
and mastery of Science, Technology and Innovations
(STI) for African development, environmental 8th Floor Chancery Building,
sustainability and global inclusion. In collaboration Valley Road

with like-minded institutions, ATPS provides P.O. Box 10081-00100 Nairobi
platforms for regional and international research and Tel: +254 (020) 2714092
knowledge sharing in order to build Africa’s
capabilities in STI policy research, policymaking and
implementation for sustainable development.
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